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  If community outreach is a key to success, Ramona Parlor 109 sets a pattern that others could follow. 

            Like many parlors up and down the state, Ramona holds monthly dinner 

meetings, but unlike many other parlors, it makes the dinner meeting the beginning, not the end, of its round of activities. 

            Of course, Ramona has a unique advantage that other parlors lack: It 

owns the Ramona Museum of California History across the street from San Gabriel Mission. The museum is open free of charge each Saturday afternoon, and by special arrangement at other times for school tours. 

            However, in typically Ramona Parlor fashion, the museum is more than 

just a static display of historical items. It is the venue for the parlor’s Young Historian Program where high school aged students receive training in museum procedures and as docents. 

            Ramona is an active member of a consortium of museums in the San 

Gabriel Mission District that sponsors Museum Saturday. Ramona also was 

instrumental in helping to form Los Companeros, a docent training group within 

the Mission District. 

            The parlor is constantly looking for ways to make its museum come 

alive, especially for young people. It is currently working toward developing a “gold mine” 
off the museum courtyard where young people will be able to pan for gold. 

            Many of its programs reach out to the young people in the community. 

Although the high school public speaking contest is a thing of the past for the order as a whole, it remains very much a continuing, thriving activity of Ramona Parlor. Likewise, Ramona awards student scholarships in its own program that supplements the scholarship program of Grand Parlor. 

            Also, as part of its Student Appreciation Month, Ramona holds an annual Mission Competition in which youngsters build models of the California missions. This competition has attracted 70 entries, and the parlor has given out $750 in awards in a single year. A yard sale is held to raise money for the prizes. 

            Also on Ramona Parlor’s agenda are its annual public service employees appreciation dinners, veterans’ appreciation dinners and its annual food drive for La Casa de San Gabriel , which operates a community food closet. 

            In addition to those activities, the parlor successfully seeks to hold at least one dedication each year. In 2005, it sponsored the rededication of the historic San Gabriel Mission gardens. The gardens were originally dedicated in 1941 by the Native Sons and Daughters who has replanted and reconstructed them. In the more recent endeavor, the gardens were refurbished, and Ramona helped recondition the fountain. In April 2006, Ramona cosponsored with Grand Parlor the dedication of the San Gabriel Historical Association’s Hayes House. 

            Ramona Parlor, which has been a generous donor to the Charitable Foundation, can be relied upon year after year to have a large contingent of its members present for the presentation of the foundation’s check to the cleft palate clinic at St. John’s Hospital in Santa Monica . 

            In 2006, Ramona Parlor added to its already busy schedule by serving 

as host for the Southern California Weekend, November 3-5.
